
The October 11, 2025 Friends of Copper Island Academy Benefit
Dinner was one of our most impactful events to date, bringing
together families, community members, and supporters for an
evening of connection and purpose. Thanks to the overwhelming
generosity of those who attended, the event raised more than
$80,000—a remarkable milestone that reflects the community
support that is central to Copper Island Academy’s success.

These funds will directly support the growth of our high school,
including expanded programming, Pathway-specific equipment,
and enhanced learning experiences for our students. We are
deeply grateful to everyone who contributed to this extraordinary
night of giving!

The Friends of the Copper Island Academy Quarterly Newsletter - Summer 2025
wwww.copperislandacademy.org • Social media: @copperislandacademy

SISU SPIRIT

An Unforgettable, Impactful Benefit

The 2025 Benefit Dinner was held in the
Copper Island Academy gymnasium. 

IRA & Qualified Charitable Distributions
A Tax-Smart Way to Give
With many retirement accounts currently at all-time highs following two strong years of returns,
now is an excellent time to consider giving from an IRA. You can make tax-deductible
contributions directly from your IRA in the form of a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD)—up to
$108,000 per individual or $216,000 per couple.

If you are between ages 70½ and 73:
You can voluntarily make a QCD directly from your IRA. This donation is tax-deductible, and
Friends of CIA pays 0% tax—meaning your gift is fully utilized for student programs.

If you are age 73 or older:
You are required to take a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) each year. You may direct that
RMD to Friends of CIA as a charitable contribution with the same tax benefit as a QCD.

If your retirement funds are in an employer account (401k, 403b, 457, 401a):
These accounts cannot issue QCDs directly. However, you can roll these funds into an IRA—a non-
taxable event—after fulfilling your RMD requirement. Once rolled over, QCDs can be made from the
IRA with the same tax efficiency described above.

Please consult your financial advisor for expert guidance. 



Copper ($2,400/year; $200/month) 

Bronze ($4,000/year; $333/month)

Silver ($6,000/year; $500/month)

Gold ($10,000/year; $833/month)

Platinum ($12,000/year; $1,000/month)

Corporate Gift Opportunities

Copper ($200)

Bronze ($500)

Silver ($1,000)

Gold ($5,000)

Platinum ($10,000+)

Individual or Family Gifts

Skilled Trades
Health Science & Human Service
Business & Entrepreneurship
STEM
Not specifically designated
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End of Year Giving
Copper Island Academy’s End-of-Year Giving campaign invites supporters to help accelerate the
growth of our high school by investing in expanded programming, equipment, and learning spaces.
Every contribution—large or small—directly supports opportunities that enrich student learning and
prepare them for future success.

Choose a Giving Level 

Friends of Copper Island Academy
PO Box 126
Calumet, MI 49913

friendsofcia@copperislandacademy.org
(906) 337-0443 opt. 4

Mail Your Gift

Choose a Pathway to Support

Your gift makes a difference for
Copper Island Academy students!


